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MVD GUARDS AND PRISONS IN THE ALDAN (5837N-12524E), THE USSR, AREA_
A. MVD QUARD UNIT AT NIZHNIY KURANAKH

X1

the gold fields at NIZHNIY  50X1

KURANAKH, near the city of -

Republic, Eastern Siberia,

observe an uynhidentified de up oI about 20 officers and 200

EM. these 1ndiv1dualu referred to themselves as "MVD Guard Personnel”

(Okhrana MVD) 1 but Source did not know whether this was an official designation.

' 1. Compo;ition of Personnel
Sourée saild thaf thege men camefrom all parts of the USSR. All the

EM appeared to be in poor health, and he thought that th e physically
unfit for line outfits. One EM had a bad 50Xt
heart, and another had some sor .

These men were called up for service in the same s0x1

manner as were others who were inducted into the Soviet Army. Source said
that they were found unfit for the army and were thereby assigned to this
type of unit. He added that the ages of the EM ranged from 20 to about 27
years of age. The reason that the age range was s0 large, Source explained,
was that some of these men were originally found physically unfit but after
a period of time their condition improved and they were then inducted.

2. Morale Factors Within the Unit

a. Rations

Source sald that these guards were fed a special diet which he
called the "9th Norm". This diet included milk, butter, cheese and eggs and
allegedly wae the same as that fed to the Air Force and Navy. The Soviet
Army, he sald, was fed by the "2d Norm™, which did not include any of the
aforementioned foods, He had no further information on ration "norms”.

b. Permission to bring wives of EM to Duty Station

Merried EM, of whom there were a considerable number, were permitted
to have their wives with them., Source never saw any children in the area
and did not know whether children were permitted there or not, Enlisted men
of the unit went very often on leaves of unknown duration. He sald that
some of them wore oivilian clothing when they went on leave,

¢, Btate of Morale

Source stated that all of the consoript guards at NIZHNIY KURANAKH
appeared to be content with their assignment, because the food and the pey
was good, For example, a private in this unit received 280 rubles per month.
(Source had no other pay data,) In addition, those who were married could
have their wives with them, ' o

3. Unifofms

All of the EM of the unit wore red shoulderboards with light blue
piping, as did many unit officers. The highest ranking unit officer whom
Source could remember was a major (nu), There were several uniformed women
doctors with this unit who wore the medical officer's narrow silver shoulder-
board with the metallic medical emblem., Source had never seen or heard of
& re-enlistee (sverkhsrochnik) in this unit, but he eould not say that there
were none. R

;
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4, Unit Compound and Installations

‘ Source stated that the unit (Voyenny Gorodok) was located in an unfenced
area on the outskirts of NIZHNIY KURANAKH and comprised about 15 wooden
- buildings. 1In this military community, there was a bakery that provided
the bread for the prisoners and the guard personnel. Source observed both
civilians and prisoners working in this bakery and also saw some civilians
employed in the unit headquarters as clerks. '

During several conversations with EM of this unit, Source was told
that all the EM were conscripted for two years.

5. Meapons, Equipment and Transportation

He sald that five ZIS-5 trucks were organic to this unit. Concerning
weapons he stated that all the guards carried as individual weapons a PPSh
. SMG. About 20 dogs were with this unit for guard purposes. Source had no
further information concerning officer personnel, why EM .were selected for
this duty, organization, training, equipment or other aspects of this unit's
activities, except for some brief details of their prisoner guarding activities.

B. TWO PRISONS AT NIZHNIY KURANAKH

1. Installations -and Types of Prisoners

Located near the MVD caserne were two prisons comprised of wooden
buildings ugrrquﬁded by barbed wire. (Guard towers were at each of the four
corners, and spotlights illuminated the perimeter at night. One prison
contained felons, such as murderers and the like; they were the only long
term prisoners who were considered to be extremely dangerous and often °
violent, and they never left the compound. Source knew nothing further
coneerning thies compound. ' - ) '

: The second which contained about 2,000 male inmates, held comparatively
short term prisoners., These latter were used to lugply the labor needed for
the mines in the immediate area. They were called "Zakonvoirovani Kadri" '
(literally, "Convoyed Oadre"), L“‘Iﬁ““‘li“‘iﬁi‘;1.tt.r. "ZK" stamped onsoxi
wg:k orders at the mines but he oould recall nothing further on the work
orders, ) Ty

) Aource believed that must ¢f the gtrlonnnl of the second prison
holding short termers oonsisted of exe=soldiers. Onos, early in 1 33, he saw
a trainload of officers and IM who were brought as prisoners from Germany.
They were wearing Soviet Army uglformn without shoulderboards, He thought
this group numbered about 800 men. He said that some members of this

Sroup told him where they cams from; they atated that most of them were
sentenced beoause of nd fraternisation in Zast Germany.
sox1nidentified guards the average sentence of the

members of this gro o Ten years,

2. Quapding of Prisoners En Boute %o Work

Source stated ‘that prisoners wers marched an average distance of four
t0 five kilometers daily, lzvcn dl{l A week to and from the mines, They
marched in groups of about 400, with about 20 guards per group., The guards
oame from the previously described NIZENIY KURANAKH MVD unit., The roads to
the mines were fenced with barbed wire about three meters high on both sides.
Source sald that there were usually three guards in front of the column of
prisoners, several on the outside of the fences and the rest at the rear with
the officer in charge. BSource added that usually there were also two dogs and
their handler at the rear of the column. :
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senlor Lieutvenant sentenced to seven years for fraternization. This indivi-
dual was released after serving two years, however, and took a job in the
gold fields as a civilian employee (Vol'no-Nayomniy), 2

There was another man, whom Source described as a Latvian, who was
released from this prison in Sep 52. After his release this man remained in
the area and married. By trade he had been a machinist and auto-mechanic
and upon his release, he was offered a Job as a tractor mechanic which paid
1,800 rubles per month., But he chose to be a tractor driver, which paid
from 4,000 to 5,000 rubles per month. ;

4, Treatment of Prisoners

Source stated that the prisoners were guaranteed 800 grams of bread
a day, but he did not know what the three meals & day actually consisted of,
He said that the prisoners were paid for their work in amcunts unknown to
him, and could make purchases in the store that was located in the prison.
It this store some items of clothing, food and toilet articles could be
bought. Some of the prisoners received money from home as well, Source
said that if & prisoner exceeded his monthly quota in the mines, his sen-
tence was shortened. If 131 percent of the norm was reached the sentenced
was shortened by one month, if 141 percent by two months and if by 151
percent by three months. ‘ ' S

C. OTHER MVD UNITS OF SIMILAR TYPE

., Source was told by some of the EM of the unit in NIZHNIY KURANAKH that
all the enlisted personnel in similar units in the northern areas of the
country als¢ served two years. EM who were staticned in the central USSR
served a three year tour, however, It was common knowledge in the ALDAN
ares that prior to 1953, all consoripts in similar units had to serve three
years, During 1953 an order was lssued outting the tour to two years for
%;n serving in the north, because of the unfavorable olimatic conditions
ere, S

D. OTHER PRISONS IN THE ALDAN AREA

1. Zhe ALDAN Prigon

_Bource knew that there wus a small third prison in ALDAN proper that
served as a oollection point for prisoners being sent to the large labor ‘
samps near the mines (including the one at NIZHNIY KURANAKH) . This ALDAN
prison was guarded by volunteesr demobilized military personnel 3 who still
wore their old military uniforms and shoulderboands, He was %old that their
ptg was 800 rubles a month, while the prison first sergeant, & woman, received
1,300 rubles a month.

2. Jogation of Other Prisons

Source estimated that there were about 20,000 prisoners in the ALDAN
area. He named the following villages in the vielnity of ALDAN where other
-similar labor prisons were located, Those which he had visited, and which
were guarded by MVD personnel of the type guarding the NIZHNIY KURANAKH
priscners, are marked with an asterisk., Source had no further information
on these prisons or their location,
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LEBEDINI *
YAKUT * There were two prisons here; one all male and the other all
female, .
ARTASALA -7 km from ALDAH
.HEMGERKAH *
IRGENKANSK
TAMOTSKI

‘VASILEVSKIE *
VERKHNI KURANAKH *
BEZPRIZORNIM . * '

'SELENGDAR
PETI-LETKA - * All women
TIRKANDA .
‘ 50X1
comment 1: Source had no further 1nformation on MVD troops of
any type. " 50X1
Comment 2¢ | | in regard to Vlassovite ex-convicts
: - in the AEDAN area, 50X1
Comment 3: Although 50uroe knew these indiyiduals "Yolenn-
B Neyomniye” (eivilian voluntoerl). other

Sources have used the term "Voyennizirovannayes
'gﬁgg:na (Nilitarized aunrd) to desoribe qimilar
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